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Abstract

Intensive Medical Care and Artificial Liver Support in the Treatment for
Acute Liver Failure

- . *1
Kazuaki Inoue

“'Showa University Fujigaoka Hospital Division of Gastroenterology
1-30 Fujigaoka. Aoba-ku. Yokohama, Kanagawa 227-8501, Japan

Artificial liver support is an essential at intensive medical care either at bridge to liver transplantation and has
developed corresponding to the medical necessity of each country. Therefore, there are many artificial iver sap-

ports in the world. Artificial liver support in Japan is required to regain patients consciousness and (o maintain
them in favorable condition for more than two weeks. Method of ALS has developed based on clinieal experience,
As technology advances, method of ALS has been developed strikingly. In particular, development of high perfor-
mance membrane gave us favorable clinical outcome and clinical insight. Most of patients with acute liver fallure
can regain their consciousness nnder several sessions of HDIT with high performance membrane and huge volume
of buffer, Most promising method is plasma exchange in combination with online HDF. To standardize the method
of online HDF, the remained problems are vascular access for high blood flow, optimal condition of online HDF

and development of liver failure specific dialysate.
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